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Reflections on Using Worldly Wealth Prudently 
 

On this Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year C, our Readings are taken from Amos 8:4-

7; Psalm 113; 1 Timothy 2:1-8; and Luke 16:1-13. 

 

Today is Catechetical Sunday. On this day we commission our catechists, our CCE teachers, just 

as the Lord Jesus commissioned his disciples to “Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, …., until the 

end of the age.” (Matt. 28:19-20). 

 

God cannot forget the sin of those who cheat the poor! That is the meaning of what the Prophet 

Amos is speaking about in today‟s First Reading. God gives us wealth and possessions as his 

blessings to us all. All the talents you have are gifts from God. Ultimately, we are mere stewards 

of the wealth we have. The wealth of the nations belongs to humanity. King Solomon was an 

example of people blessed by God with great possessions. As a result, we owe God account of 

our stewardship of the possessions we have. But notice what happens to us when we begin to get 

rich. The devil rushes in to lure us astray. That is why we must become people of prayer, to draw 

closer to God. President Julius Nyerere was exemplary in attending daily morning Mass, though 

he was the president of his country, Tanzania. The course for his canonization became very 

meaningful.  

 

“Pray for everyone, not just for yourself” That was what St. Paul told Timothy in today‟s Second 

Reading. “I ask that supplications, prayers, petitions, and thanksgiving be offered for everyone, 

for kings and for all in authority…” (cf. 1 Tim. 2:1). God wants everyone to come to knowledge 

of the truth. What is the true knowledge of our faith and religion? St. Paul gave us four points in 

answer to that question: (1) For there is one God. (2) There is also one mediator between God 

and men. (3) The man is Christ Jesus. (4) He gave himself as ransom for all. In Acts 4:12, St. 

Peter already had proclaimed, after Pentecost, that: “There is no salvation through anyone else, 

nor is there any other name under heaven given to the human race by which we are to be saved,” 

than the name Jesus Christ. Paul called this the testimony at the proper time; for which he 

became preacher and apostle-the truth and no lie. In turn, if I do not tell you where you go 

wrong, then I am not a preacher and apostle too, for this is why I became a missionary. St. Paul 

says today, let the men in our homes and church, learn to lead the prayers. It is not enough for 

you to only seek for wealth and power and positions of authority. How often do you men lead 

your family prayers? This is a challenge to the men. My mother led our family prayers most of 

the time. But my father was never absent when we prayed. Having converted to Christ in adult 

age, he allowed my mother to lead. In that manner, she was our family catechist, our CCE 

teacher. She taught us many prayers. That, too, is a challenge to you the mothers.  

 

In today‟s Gospel, the Lord Jesus simply says, „You cannot be the servant of God and the servant 

of money.‟ (cf. Luke 16:1-13). In the parable he posited on stewardship, the steward 

demonstrated self-knowledge. He knew his limitations. He was credited as a prudent steward. 

Trustworthiness was emphasized by the Lord. Nonetheless, the advice is to give to charity your 

dishonest wealth that it may be well with you on the day of reckoning. Help the needy that you 



may be helped when you are in need too. All ill-gotten wealth equals to vanity. Therefore, vanity 

upon vanity, we are told, all is vanity (cf. Eccles. 1:2). 


